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THE REPORT OF THE 
ROBERTS COMMITTEE 


D. M. WYLIE 


The Minister of Education in Great Britain set up in September 
1957 a committee to inquire into the structure of public library service 
in England and Wales. The chairman of the committee was Sir Sydney 
Roberts, the Master of Pembroke College, Cambridge, formerly Sec- 
retary for 26 years of the Cambridge University Press, a former 
member of the Cambridge City Council, and President of the Library 
Association in 1953. As is the custom with British official commissions 
and committees, the committee has become known by the name of 
its chairman, and the “Roberts Report”, The Structure of the Public 
Library Service in England and Wales (Cmnd. 660), was published 
in February 1959. The committee consisted of 15 members besides 
the chairman, of whom only three were professional librarians, two 
of ‘hese, Messrs McColvin of Westminster and Sydney of Leyton, 
being public librarians. The others included four elected members of 
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local authorities, three clerks of local authorities, two county educ .- 
tion officers, and three representing what one might term the interes s 
of higher education. 


The purpose of this article is to give the background of the repo't, 
examine its main proposals and arguments, and see whether they ha e 
any relevance to the New Zealand public library scene. It is importa it 
to note the terms of reference of the Committee, and with them tle 
whole local government context in which the report was made, for 
they appear to have severely limited the scope of the Committec’s 
inquiry. The actual terms of reference read: “To consider the structure 
of the public library service in England and Wales, and to advise 
what changes, if any, should be made in the administrative arrange- 
ments, regard being had to the relation of public libraries to other 
libraries.” These terms ‘of reference have to be set in the wider con- 
text in which the inquiry was made. The British Government began 
in 1956 a series of moves aimed at the reorganisation of the whole 
local government structure in England and Wales, in particular the 
distribution of powers and functions between county and county 
borough councils on the one hand, and non-county boroughs and 
urban district councils on the other. Although not strictly relevant to 
the report of the Roberts Committee, it impinges upon it at several 
points, and it is worth taking a little space to explain this wider field 
of local government reform. 


The major local authorities in England and Wales are the county 
councils and the county borough councils, and they alone up to 1959 
have carried out all local government functions. The county councils 
—which were relative latecomers on the scene, dating as local govern- 
ment units only from 1888—have under them as part of a two-tier 
system, non-county boroughs and urban and rural district councils. 
Of the major local government services, education, health and welfare, 
roads, housing, police, fire services and town planning were all con- 
fined to the counties and county boroughs (in the main, and exclu- 
sively so in the case of education and health services) up to the 
passing of the Local Government Act 1958. 


This Act covered the matters put forward in the three white papers 
which had been issued in 1956 and 1957. Apart from the reorganisa- 
tion of areas, it included an important change in the financial aid 
granted by the Government to local authorities. Prior to the passing 
of the Act, the system used was of percentage grants-in-aid for specific 
services (the main ones being education, health, fire services, and 
child care). From | April 1959, this system has been replaced by one 
of block grants on a “weighted population” basis, with a basic per 
capita grant supplemented by additions according to various age dis- 
tribution and population density factors. 


On local government areas, the Act set up two Local Government 
Commissions, one for England and one for Wales, which have power 
to propose changes in the area and status of counties and county 
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: ughs; such proposals would be fully discussed by Parliament and 
Irders implementing them would have to be approved by Parlia- 
t. Greater London was excluded from the English Commission’s 
diction, as a special Royal Commission on Greater London was 
ip in 1957, but its attention was specifically directed to the five 
r areas in England termed “conurbations”. The Commissions 
ct their work to take five or six years in the case of England, 
two years in Wales. Once the Commissions have done their work, 
the pattern of counties and county boroughs has been settled for 
|eriod of at least 10 years, county councils will then be able to 
prc ose alteration, amalgamation, creation or abolition of “second- 
tie: ' districts, including non-county boroughs, within their boundaries, 
but their proposals will have to receive both ministerial and parlia- 
meitary approval. Besides this comprehensive review of areas, the 
19°8 Act provided for the devolution of certain functions, including 
education and health and welfare, by county councils to borough and 
urban district councils with populations over 60,000, while the mini- 
mun population for county borough status was raised to 100,000. 
Public libraries were not included in the proposed devolution of 
county powers, as one of the 1957 white papers had indicated that 
their position would only be considered after the committee to be set 
up by the Minister of Education (i.e., the Roberts Committee) had 
reported. 


Such was the background against which the Roberts Committee 
was working, within a rather narrower frame of reference than might 
otherwise have been expected, for over thirty years had passed since 
the Kenyon Committee, the last official inquiry into the public library 
service, reported in 1927. Basically, it is a report, as its title indicates, 
on the structure of public library service, though some other aspects 
are touched upon incidentally, if a trifle cursorily. The first two 
chapters are an historical introduction, which gives a useful summary 
of the legislative provisions for public libraries since 1850 and their 
successive effect, and a brief survey of the existing public library 
service. In particular, the introduction emphasises how the county 
councils did not have power to set up library services until 1919, 
whereas the non-county borough, urban and rural district councils 
had had the power to do so, and hence the provision of library service 
was possible at both tiers of the system after 1919, unlike most local 
authority functions. 


The introduction also gives a few figures effectively showing the 
great expansion of library service in England since the Kenyon Com- 
mittee’s report of 1927, a time when the county services were barely 
established. Registered borrowers increased from 2,683,000 in 1924 
to 12,917,000 in 1958 (28.8 per cent of the whole population of 
England and Wales). Book stock has increased from just under 
13.000,000 to over 60,000,000 in the same period, and book issues 
have risen from 76,000,000 to 392,000,000. Full-time staff rose from 
3,162 in 1924 to 11,633 in 1958, and service points estimated to 
have numbered not more than 7,500 in 1925 had risen to over 25,000. 
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At the present time all county councils and county boroughs n 
England and Wales are library authorities, as they are educaticn 
authorities also, with the single exception of the London Coun y 
Council, within whose area library services are provided by the <8 
metropolitan boroughs. But of the non-county boroughs, only 191 o it 
of 318 provide library service themselves, and of the urban distric s, 
less than one-fifth, 103 out of 563. At the time county counc |s 
acquired library powers in 1919, the Adult Education Committe 
of the Ministry of Reconstruction had actually recommended that «ll 
responsibility for libraries should be transferred to the counties aid 
county boroughs (i.e., the education authorities), but the legislation 
passed was based on a compromise, and counties could only adopt tiie 
Public Libraries Acts for any areas not already served, though the 
smaller library authorities could, and many of them have, delegated 
their powers to their county councils. This delegation was rapid 
enough in the rural areas—by 1926 only 49 of the old parish libraries 
were still maintaining an independent existence—but it has spread 
among the smaller urban areas as well; in 1926 there were 182 
library authorities among the urban district councils, but in 1958, 
only 103. (On the other hand, though, non-county boroughs providing 
their own library service rose in the same period from 141 to 191.) 
The Roberts Committee found itself faced with conflicting desires. 


On one side, the county councils desired that only themselves and the 
county boroughs should be library authorities; on the other side were 
ranged many of the non-county boroughs and urban districts which 
had not adopted the Public Libraries Acts before 1919, had increased 
in size since that date and now desired to assume responsibility for 
the library service in their own areas. (After 1919, they could no 
longer automatically do so where the county had already started to 
provide service.) Like most official committees, the Roberts Com- 
mittee wisely sought refuge in compromise, and found the Library 
Association’s recommendations in its evidence had endeavoured “to 
strike an equitable balance between contending arguments”. This 
evidence, a full statement of which was published by the Association 
in January 1958, was based upon a minimum annual expenditure on 
books by an independent library authority of £5,000. The report 
quotes from the Association’s evidence: “Any autonomous authority 
spending less than £5,000 annually on books for lending purposes 
must give rise to disquiet’. Further, the Association referred to its 
1950 recommendation of a minimum expenditure on books of 2s. per 
capita (which it said should now be 3s. to allow for subsequent price 
rises) and concluded that “in the light of modern needs it would be 
difficult for a case to be made out for the retention of autonomous 
library powers by some authorities serving populations below 40,000”, 
a statement which shows how cautious the Library Association was 
in its evidence. 


The Roberts Committee therefore struck a balance between tie 
views of the Association of Municipal Corporations which thought 
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all | o9roughs and urban districts should be free to exercise library 
pow rs if they so desired, the Urban District Councils Association 
and ‘he Smaller Public Libraries Group on the one hand, and the 
Cou ty Councils Association, supported by the Association of Chief 
Edu ation Officers and the Society of County Librarians on the other, 
and plumped for the Library Association’s figure of a minimum 
anni il book expenditure of £5,000 (compared to the Society of 
Cou ty Librarians’ figure of £22,000 and that of the Urban District 
Cou .cils Association of £2,000). 


T e Committee briefly dismisses such claims as rural district 
cour cils and parishes might assert (they “have not the necessary 
finai cial resources for the exercise of library functions”), and points 
out -hat the heart of the problem is the position of the non-county 
borcughs and urban districts. Their aim is to set up a minimum 
stan lard below which local authorities ought not to be permitted to 
become or to remain independent library authorities. To this end, the 
Con:mittee combines the proposed minimum annual book expenditure 
of £5,000 (at 1958 prices) or 2s. per head of population, whichever is 
the greater, with a suggested staffing standard of one assistant for 
each 3,000 population, to arrive at the conclusion that 40,000 is the 
probably minimum population to “provide an_ efficient service 
economically”, but “we recognize that size and efficiency do not 
necessarily march together”. A period of three years is proposed 
during which existing authorities not attaining already to the minimum 
standard, should have an opportunity to reach it, or at least to show 
their ability to do so. The Committee proposes that the 21 remaining 
boroughs and urban districts with a population over 50,000 which 
are not library authorities should be entitled to apply to the Minister 
of Education (who, the Committee proposes, should exercise a general 
responsibility for the oversight of the public library service) for recog- 
nition as library authorities, provided their withdrawal will not ad- 
versely affect the remainder of the county library service. There 
should then be a periodic review at intervals of not less than ten years. 
As might be expected, the members on the Committee representing 
the smaller local authorities were not happy to accept even such mild 
proposals as these, and the two of them signed the report subject to 
certain reservations, which are appended. Their main dissent is from 
the suggested minimum annual expenditure on books required of an 
independent library authority; they would make it rather easier for 
the small library authority to remain independent than would other- 
wise be the case. 


Appendix III to the report shows the number of local authorities 
of different types in different population groups, and how many in 
each group exercise library powers. Analysing these, we find that 
overall, of 484 library authorities in England and Wales, 216 serve a 
population below 40,000. All county councils, county boroughs and 
the London metropolitan boroughs are library authorities. Of the 318 
non-county boroughs, 102 serve populations above 40,000, and 90 
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of them are library authorities; but only 101 of the 216 below his 
figure are library authorities—roughly 90 per cent compared to 50 
per cent. Of the 563 urban districts, 11 out of 31 with a population 
over 40,000 are library authorities, and 92 out of 532 below hisf 
figure. £ 

Appendix IV gives figures of book expenditure and staff for each Py 
library authority, again by broad population groups, and they show} 
the great variations that exist between comparable authorities. (fhe > 
figures, collected by the Library Association for the 1957-58 year, 
represent an almost complete 100 per cent coverage.) Thus 20 county F 
councils serving a population over 300,000, vary in their per capita 
book expenditure from 7s. 7d. (Lincolnshire) to 3s. 1.5d. (Buckingham- 
shire), although this last is an untypical figure, for the next highest is F 
in fact below 2s.; it is Lancashire’s 1s. 10d. Three of eight county & 
boroughs in the same group exceed 2s., but not by much. These varia- 
tions appear all the way through, e.g., 24 county boroughs in the 
60,000—99,999 group range from 9.4d. to 2s. 6d.; 49 non-county 
boroughs in the 40,000—59,999 group range from 6.3d. to 2s. 5.8d.; 
54 urban districts under 20,000 range from 6.3d. to 2s. 4.1d. No 
median figures are given in the summary, only the high and the low 
figure in each group, which is a pity, for while the extremes exist in 
all groups, the lower the population, the lower the median tends to 
become. Thus taking the non-county boroughs, which have a more 
even spread through all population groups than any other type of 
authority, and the arbitrary figure of ls. 8d., the groups show the 
following: 


No. in Group Over Is. 8d. Under Is. 84. 
100,000-—299,999 7 
60,000— 99,999 11 
40,000— 59,999 23 
20,000— 39,999 17 
Under 20,000 9 


The difference becomes particularly marked below the 40,000 figure 
which both the Library Association and the Roberts Committee put 
forward as a recommended minimum population likely to provide a 
satisfactory library service. Of the urban districts, three out of eight 
with populations over 40,000 exceed Is. 8d.; 8 out of 26 in the 
20,000-39,999 group, and only 7 out of 53 in the under 20,000 
group. 

One chapter of the report is devoted to library cooperation, mostly 
a discussion of the work of the regional interloan systems and the 
National Central Library. It comes as something of a surprise to learn 
that the position of the regional catalogues is highly unsatisfactory, 
and that they need an expenditure of some £100,000 to make them 
effective working tools. Somehow one had always suposped this ma- 
chinery, set up in the years following the Kenyon Report, had been 
working efficiently. The Committee proposes making the Naticnal 
Central Library less dependent on the Treasury by having local 
authorities contribute one-half of the cost of maintaining it. 
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he Committee makes the important point that “cooperation be- 
twc en libraries is not a substitute for an adequate basic book stock. 
Ea h library itself must possess all those books for which there is 
a s ifficient likelihood of demand to justify purchase and which are 
nec:ssary if readers are to enjoy access to a comprehensive, well- 
bal nced and up-to-date collection. Otherwise the public library can- 
noi satisfy the needs of its area and can do little to stimulate the 
wicer and more valuable use of books and information.” 


detect the hand of McColvin here; if not as forcefully as his 
ow i report of 1942, the Roberts Committee here condemns what he 
the: termed the “any-kind-of-local-library-plus-cooperation” theory. 
McCclvin then went on to contrast the stagnation of the small in- 
de; endent urban library with the continual renewal and refreshment 
tha: occurred with the stock of the small county branch which was 
part of a large system. Here in this country, the small urban library 
has been saved from stagnation by the establishment and work of the 
Country Library Service, and we have been fortunate that it has 
been so. 


in a brief appendage to the chapter on cooperation, the Committee 
recommends the abolition of all extra-district charges, i.e., charges 
to readers using libraries outside their own areas, and suggests that 
if any financial adjustments are needed in consequence, they should 
be met by payments between library authorities. This is certainly a 
scund proposal where library coverage is virtually 100 per cent, but 
the New Zealand public librarian with his large rolls of non-resident 
borrowers can only wish that all our county councils were as en- 
lightened as those few which have cooperated with their city or 
borough in providing library service for their residents. 


There is a brief chapter on staff and premises. The staffing standard 
suggested is 1:3,000, with 40 per cent qualified. This would require 
not so much an enormous increase in total staff as a very great in- 
crease in the recruitment of additional qualified librarians, and the 
Committee lays stress on the need for improved salary scales, to keep 
pace both with special libraries (government and industrial) and 
with other comparable professions, e.g., teaching. It also sees a need 
for more specialist posts in libraries, especially reference and children’s 
librarians. It would like to see both more library assistants taking 
full-time courses and more university graduates entering the public 
library field. This is all equally true of and applicable to New Zealand. 


The Committee points out that while in 1938—39, local authorities 
spent 0.31 per cent of their capital expenditure on library buildings, in 
1955-56 this figure had fallen to 0.13 per cent, and since 1956 the 
Government had discouraged local authorities putting up new build- 
ings by refusing to sanction loans for the purpose. The committee 
considers both the Government and the local authorities should give 
a higher priority to library buildings. Ten years ago in New Zealand 
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the position was almost as bad, but a surprising number of new buili- 
ings have been erected in the last few years, from some of the cit.2s 
down to small boroughs, though I know well that some of riy 
colleagues continue to suffer disappointment and frustration on t! is 
account. 


A very brief chapter is headed “Library Charges”. The Committ2e 
considers it essential that the principle of free service be preserved, 
and it also condemns the practice of some local authorities in charg- 
ing for audio-visual material, e.g., records, pictures, films; “we cannot 
subscribe to this discrimination between books and supplementary 
material”. The Committee further states that “In those countries 
where such charges have been established there is now a tendency 
to discontinue them”, but there is no evidence of this happening yet 
in New Zealand, though I believe it ultimately desirable that we 
follow the English lead. Needless to say, there is no suggestion there 
should be any discrimination between books and books, no hint or 
suggestion of rental collections of light reading, but I wonder if 
English record collections include Elvis Presley and Tommy Steele? 


Legitimate charges in the Committee’s view are those for reserva- 
tion and overdue books, but “we do not think the scale of fines 
should be oppressive or that they should be regarded as a source of 
income; nor should they be levied in children’s departments”. While 
I quite agree with the first part of this opinion, my experience suggests 
that the second part is rather unrealistic. Children need to be taught 
good library habits as quickly as possible when they start using 
libraries, and to the young the pocket is often the best teacher. 


What will probably strike the New Zealand reader of the report 
as a whole—or for that matter, the American, considering the passing 
of the Library Services Act in that country in 1956—is that there is 
no mention of State aid at all, no suggestion that the central govern- 
ment might or should provide financial assistance to local library 
services. It is fair to say, however, that the case put by the New 
Zealand Library Association to the Government in this country for 
State aid, and endorsed by the Royal Commission on Local Authority 
Finance in 1958, rested on the fact that in this country, the central 
government is the education authority, and the sole provider of the 
means of financing education. True, we have education boards, but 
they are neither money-raisers, nor do they have anything like the 
powers and responsibilities of those local authorities in England which 
are education authorities. I have already mentioned the alteration 
from 1959 in the method of financial aid granted to local authorities 
by the Government in England, and education no longer receives a 
grant-in-aid as such. It is in this context that the report of the Roberts 
Committee must be read, and it is therefore not surprising that State 
aid to public libraries receives not even a passing reference. 


Some of the observations on Wales are of special interest to 
New Zealand, because the units of local government there are smal!er 
than in England; 6 of the 13 counties have a population under 60,000, 
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an only 1 of the 32 non-county boroughs exceeds 50,000; only 18 
ot ‘he 52 library authorities at present existing in Wales have a 
poy ulation over 40,000, and not one of the under 60,000 group spent 
in 957-58 the suggested minimum annual expenditure of £5,000 on 
bo: <s. The description of a large number of Welsh library authorities 
as characterized by very small populations, modest financial resources 
anc inadequate expenditure on books” could well apply to many New 
Ze: and ones. In Wales there is a higher proportion of libraries 
“se ving tiny populations with slender resources”. Sixty per cent of 
the Welsh population live in one-tenth of the land area, and we may 
rec Il that rather more than 50 per cent of the population of New 
Ze:'and live in the 15 urban areas recognised by the Department of 
stai stics, and almost a solid million of them in the four metropolitan 
reg.ons. In Wales, the Roberts Committee noted a need for even 
the major local authorities, the counties, to cooperate with each other 
in providing joint services, and including most of the non-county 
boroughs in such joint services. In other words, something very like 
the regional proposals advocated by the N.Z.L.A. for New Zealand. 


One important recommendation is that the Public Libraries Acts 
should no longer be adoptive; “it should be the statutory duty, and 
not merely an option, of a local authority to provide an efficient 
library service”, and the Committee suggests that the Minister of 
Education should have similar powers to those of the Minister of 
Health under section 322 of the Public Health Act 1936 to enforce 
the exercise of powers by local authorities in default. 


Appendix VI is of some interest; it gives an outline of the system 
operating in the Surrey County of delegation of certain powers in 
library matters to the non-county boroughs and urban districts in the 
county, and the Roberts Committee recommends substantial partici- 
pation by local representatives in the administration of county libraries. 
This is the kind of thing which could operate in the regional areas 
envisaged by the N.Z.L.A. scheme—if only New Zealand possessed 
primary units of local government as strong in relation to its popula- 
tion as the English county councils are to the population of England. 

Despite the absence of any recommendation regarding State aid, 
which we might expect of a similar report in this country, the report 
has a usefulness to New Zealand, although inevitably after the bold- 
ness of the McColvin report seventeen years earlier it seems dull, 
almost prosaic, and so limited in its scope. It does suggest, though, 
that there is, broadly speaking, a minimum population below which 
satisfactory service cannot be given in isolation, linked wth a minimum 
annual expenditure on books and a minimum standard of staffing. 
If we remember these are minima, they can be of some general 
application, and the inference can clearly be drawn that the regional 
proposals in New Zealand are sound, indeed highly necessary, for at 
| April 1959 there were exactly six local authorities in New Zealand 
whose population exceeded 40,000. 

lf the recommendations are put into effect, the English public 
library service should be greatly improved, despite the absence of any 
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proposals for central government financial aid, which appear necessai y 
in this country to bring about a comparable improvement here. They 
have to be seen in the light of the general review of local government 
areas which has now begun in England and Wales. Here, in New 
Zealand, the Local Bills Committee of the House of Representativ:s 
is about to start an inquiry on rather similar lines, though we have 
had successive Local Government Commissions for some 13 years 
now, with a woefully short list of accomplishments because they have 
been so hamstrung and rendered ineffective by the pressure of vested 
local interests. The Commissions set up under the 1958 English Act, 
although their recommendations must be approved both by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government and by Parliament, will 
not, repeat not, be subject to the veto of the ratepayers. 

It would be nice to think that the 1960 inquiry will achieve any 
greater ultimate success than the exhaustive one of 1944—45, but it 
seems unlikely, especially in election year. Dr Sutch’s paper contri- 
buted to the 1956 Convention of the New Zealand Institute of Public 
Administration, “Local Government in New Zealand—a history of 
defeat”, is a sobering reminder that comparatively enlightened poli- 
ticians from Sir Joseph Ward onwards have periodically but in vain tried 
their hand at reform in the past fifty years. Despite this, continued in- 
action on the part of the Government in accepting either the Associa- 
tion’s regional scheme or the recommendations of the 1958 Royal Com- 
mission on Local Authority Finance regarding public libraries, leaves 
me with the perhaps despairing view that a general local government 
review is the best hope at present of providing better public library 
service in this country, as it may well prove to have been in England 
as a result of the work of the Roberts Committee seen as part of 
the general local government reform now in the process of being put 
into operation. 





COMMONWEALTH RESEARCH 
LIBRARIANSHIP LEHIGH UNIVERSITY 


During the last few years the N.Z.L.A. has drawn the attention 
of New Zealand librarians to the Commonwealth Research Fellow- 
ship offered by Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and 
tenable for two years in the University Library. It has been announced 
by the librarian, James D. Mack, that the Fellowship is to be dis- 
continued, although it is hoped that it may be possible to institute 
some other scheme in the near future. 

Mr Michael Hitchings, Reference Librarian, Alexander Turnbull 
Library, held the Fellowship in 1957-58. 
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ELIZABETH MAY GILMER, 
D.B.E. 


PRESIDENT N.Z.L.A. 1947-48 


lr the death of Dame Elizabeth Gilmer at the end of February 


| we ! ave lost one of our best loved personalities. John Harris, installing 
» her as President, N.Z.L.A. in 1947, called her “a great fighter for 
} goo causes”. In her presidential address in May 1948 she spoke 
' about “the freedom to know, to think and to judge for oneself” that 


she valued so highly. She was a liberal in the truest sense of the word. 
It vas fitting that she should have been chairman of the Wellington 
City Council’s libraries committee when the “free” issue was fought 
and the new service begun in that city. She had great satisfaction in 
seeing the development that followed. 

As president of the Association she was a well-known figure: bluff, 
downright, full of fun and a great battler, but notably and always a 
kindly person. She was an effective one, too, and advanced each of 
the many causes she espoused. She enjoyed life because she was never 
complacent, but always saw something to do, something to improve. 

The daughter of New Zealand’s best known Premier, the Rt. Hon. 
R. J. Seddon, of whom she was enormously proud, Dame Elizabeth 
sought to carry on his work in her own way and herself embarked 
on a long career of public and private service which showed her as 
a fine and devoted citizen in her own right. She loved flowers, and 
trees and people. She meant a great deal in any community in which 
she lived. 





THREE NEW FELLOWS 


The Council has granted Fellowships of the New Zealand Library 
Association to the following librarians who have given distinguished 
service to the profession: 


HECTOR MACASKILL 


Mr Macaskill has been Librarian in Charge, School Library Ser- 
Vice, since 1947. Under his administration the Service has consolidated 
its position in primary and post-primary schools so that no teacher 
need work without a plentiful supply of books. The senior staff of 
the Service has developed an esprit de corps which is exemplified by 
its fine series of publications. Mr Macaskill was also Acting Director 


of the Library School from 1953, when Miss Bateson retired, until 
1959, 
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FREDERICK ARTHUR SANDALL 


Librarian of the University of Auckland since 1946, Mr Sandall 
has been an active member of the Council and the Book Resour: es 
Committee of the Association. In 1958, when he was president of the 
Association, he attended the Canberra seminar conducted by Dr Keyes 
D. Metcalf, and it was in his presidential year that the Council cid 
so much of the preliminary work which led to the Osborn survey in 
1959. 


CLYDE ROMER HUGHES TAYLOR 


Mr Taylor has been Librarian of the Alexander Turnbull Library 
since 1937 and has combined many learned interests with librarian- 
ship. He has been president of the New Zealand Ex Libris Society and 
of the New Zealand Centre of PEN, secretary of the Polynesian 
Society, and New Zealand secretary of the Hakluyt Society. Of his 
several publications the most substantial is his Pacific Bibliography 
which was published in 1951 and of which he is preparing a second 
edition. 





MINUTES OF 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


HELD AT DUNEDIN ON 17 AND 19 FEBRUARY 1960 


The President, Mr G. T. Alley, was in the chair. 121 members were 
present. 

Minutes: The minutes of the thirty-first annual meeting held in Well- 
ington on 20 February 1959, as circulated in New Zealand Libraries 22: 
65-8 My ’59, were taken as read, and were confirmed on the motion of 
Mr H. Macaskill, seconded by Mr J. O. Wilson. 

Proposals to amend the rules: Mr S. Perry moved “That the rules as set 
out in document no. 1959/62 be adopted as the rules of the Association”. 
In speaking to the motion he said that the Activities Committee had been 
asked by the conference in 1959 to prepare proposals for the election of 
Council by and of members representative of the various interests of the 
Association. If the proposals had been submitted to the Annual Meeting 
as amendments to the rules, the total amendments would by that time 
have become almost as long as the complete rules printed in 1949. It 
had therefore been thought by several members of the Committee that it 
would be wonderful if the Association could in its jubilee year adopt new 
rules which incorporated all the amendments made to date as well as the 
new proposals and minor changes which had been outlined in the N.Z.L A. 
Newsletter for January 1960. He urged the meeting not to refer the 
matter to another Annual Meeting, but either to turn the rules down 
in toto or to pass adequately worded amendments. 

Mr H. J. Lorimer seconded the motion pro forma. 
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ir W. J. McEldowney moved as an amendment “That the rules as set 

in document no. 1959/62 be amended (1) by the deletion of the 

d ‘branch’ in clauses 28, 46 (i), 46 (ii), 60 (i), 60 (iii); (2) by the 

tion of clauses 61 to 68 inclusive, and the renumbering of sections 69 

33 as 62 to 77: (3) by the deletion of the words ‘and all branches... 

s’ from rule 82 (renumbered 76) and the substitution of ‘and all 

< iches hitherto existing shall be deemed to be branches of the profes- 

al section’... Mr McEldowney said that the effect of the amendment 
ld be to put into effect proposals to reorganise the professional side of 
Association. His views on the matter had been given in New Zealand 
aries 22:234-6 D °59. However, the proposals might be a little pre- 
a ure and he would not be surprised if they were thrown out. 
he amendment was seconded by Miss A. K. Elliot. 

ir H. D. Erlam pointed out an error in the suggested renumbering if 

ses 61-68 were deleted. 

Several members spoke against the amendment. The amendment was 

€1 put to the meeting and was lost. 

he chairman then suggested that the meeting should express either 
approval or disapproval of the changes which had been incorporated in 
the redrafted rules. Mr S. Perry moved and Mr H. R. Bannister seconded 
that the proposals for the election of Council be approved. An amend- 
ment proposed by Mr E. H. Leatham and seconded by Mr C. F. Miller 
that the representation of institutional members other than local authority 
members be increased to four and that the provision for co-option of an 
additional member of Council be deleted was put to the meeting and lost. 
The original motion approving the proposals for election of Council as 
set out in document 1959/62 was then carried. 

lhe meeting then expressed approval of the following proposals in the 
redrafted rules: appointment of Hon. Editor by Council, objects clauses, 
deletion of subscription rates and numbers of delegates from the main 
rules. 

On the motion of Mr D. B. Black, seconded by Mr Wylie, it was re- 
solved that under standing orders 19 a committee of the Annual Meeting 
be set up to consist of N. L. Calvert, C. W. Collins, J. G. Edwards, E. H. 
Leatham, F. C. Rainbow and D. B. Black (convener), to consider the 
proposed rules and to report to the Annual Meeting on Friday. 


The meeting adjourned at 10.35 a.m. and resumed at 9.10 a.m. on 
Friday, 19 February. 


Mr Black presented the report of his committee in the form of a series 
cf recommended amendments to the rules as set out in document 1959/62. 
He said that although the Annual Meeting had earlier expressed general 
approval of the proposals for the election of Council as set out in the 
redrafted rules, the committee had taken into consideration the dissatis- 
faction expressed by what was possibly a minority group, in the hope that 
it would be possible to reach a solution which could be unanimously 
supported by the members as a whole. The report was received. 

Ihe draft rules as set out in document 1959/62 were then discussed 
seriatim and approved subject to the following amendments. 

Rule 22. That the word “fourteen” be substituted for the word “twelve” in 
line 5; and that the words “Provided that the number of ordinary members 
of the Council may at the discretion of the Council be increased to 
thirteen as provided for in Rule 26” be deleted. 

Ruic 26. That the word “fourteen” be substituted for the word “twelve” in 
line 1, and that the words “and the Council shall itself have power to 
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appoint one additional ordinary member of the Council in the manner 
and subject to the conditions hereinafter set out” be deleted. 

Rule 33 (vii). That the word “January” be substituted for the word “De- 
cember” in line 3. 

Rule 45 (d). That the words “such proposals” be substituted for the worcs 
“motion of such matter”. 

Rule 45 (g). That the word “proposal” be substituted for the word “matter” 
in line 1. That the words “such proposal” be substituted for the worcs 
“motion of such matter” in line 3. 

Rule 46 (v). That a full stop be substituted for the comma after the word 
“remit” in line 5. 

Rule 48 (i). That the word “fourteen” be substituted for the word “twelve”. 
Rule 49 (i). That the word “fourteen” be substituted for the word “twelve”. 
Rule 50 (i). That the word “four” be substituted for the word “two” and 
the word “fourteen” for the word “twelve” in line 1; and that the word 
“two” be substituted for the’ word “one” in line 4. 

Rule 50 (iii). That the word “four” be substituted for the word “two” and 
the word “two” for the word “one” in line 1; that the word “two” be 
inserted after the word “other” in line 5; and that the word “their” be 
substituted for the word “his” in line 6. 

Rule 50 (iv). (1) That the word “two” be inserted before the word “or- 
dinary” in line 1; (2) that the word “member” in line 1 be changed to 
“members”; (3) that the word “have” be substituted for the word “has” 
in line 2; and (4) that the words “in that capacity” be inserted after the 
word “office” in line 2. 


Rule 51 (i). That the word “fourteen” be substituted for the word “twelve” 
in line 1; that the words “on the second Wednesday” be inserted after 
the word “Association” in line 2; and that the words “on the second 


Wednesday” be inserted after the word “elected” in line 4. 
Rule 51 (iii). That the words “Rule 50 (iii)” be substituted for the words 
“Rule 49 (xv)” in line 3. 
Rule 51 (iv). That the words “in that capacity” be inserted after the word 
“office” in line 2. 
Rule 52. That the proposed rule be struck out and that subsequent rules 
be renumbered. 

At this stage the Chairman ruled that in the discussion the numbering 
of rules as set out in document 1959/62 be followed, the correction to 
numbering to be made before the rules were printed. 


Rule 55. That the proposed rule be deleted and the following substituted: 
(1) A quorum at a General Meeting shall be a number of persons present 
exceeding twice the number of the members of the Council. 

(2) A question put to a General Meeting shall be decided on the voices. 
Any member may then demand a show of hands which shall then be taken. 
On demand by any member a further vote to include all votes shall then 
be taken, and in this case the provisions of Rule 58 with regard to proxies 
and the provisions of Section (iii) of Rule 57 with regard to delegates of 
institutional members shall apply. 

(3) On the demand of any ten members any motion brought forward at 
a General Meeting shall be decided by ballot of the members present. 
Rule 58. That the words “or conference” be inserted after the words 
“General Meeting” in line 1. 

Rule 60 (v) (b). That the following words “PROVIDED that on a demand 
from the sponsors of any remit so rejected the remit shall be referred ‘o 
a named committee of the next Conference for investigation and report 
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manner to txat Conference. The Committee shall not include more than one mem- 
. ber of the Council” be inserted after the word “remit”. 

d “De- BB gui 63 (iv). That the words “except the Annual or Special Business Meet- 
ing of a Branch of which he is not a member” be deleted. 

Worcs Rul’ 71 (i). That thé word “may” after the word “Council” be deleted, and 

4 that the word “may” be substituted for the word “shall”. 

natter Rul 76 (ii). That the spelling of the word “affiliated” be corrected and 

words that the word “Chapters” be substituted for the word “branches”. 
Rul’ 76 (iii). That the word “Chapter” be substituted for the word “branch”. 

> word Rul. 76 (iv). That the word “Chapters” be substituted for the word 
“br: aches”. 

welve”. Rul. 77. That the word “to” be substituted for the word “from”. 

velve”. li was then resolved “That the rules as set out in document 1959/62, 
as .mended in Annual Meeting, subject to renumbering, and errors and 
omissions excepted, be adopted as the rules of the Association.” 

Mrs M. Campbell expressed her appreciation of the work of Mr Black 
and his committee. 
Subscription Rates: On the motion of Mr McEldowney, seconded by Mr 

Wylie, the following subscription rates, as recommended by the Council, 
were adopted to come into force as from 1 January 1961: 


Ordinary members 


For members who being engaged in library work in N.Z. 
receive therefrom an annual gross income of not more 
than £399 
.more than £399 but not more than £799 
..more than £799 but not more than £1,199 

...more than £1,199 but not more than £1,599 

words ...more than £1,599 

For members engaged in library work outside N.Z. 

word For members not engaged primarily in library work 


1 


1 0 
1 10 
2 0 
2 10 
2 © 
i. 
1 0 


Institutional members other than schools and restricted institutional 
rules members 


bering For members whose annual income devoted to library 
on to purposes does not exceed £499 

... exceeds £499 but does not exceed £999 
tuted: ... exceeds £999 but does not exceed £2,499 
resent ... exceeds £2,499 but does not exceed £7,499 

.exceeds £7,499 but does not exceed £14,999 

ices. exceeds £14,999 , 
taken. For members who do not devote any specific income to 
ro library purposes but who maintain or are interested in 


senies the provision of facilities for reading and study 


tes of Institutional members, being schools 


ird at For members with a school roll of not more than 190 

. pupils : ° 

words For members with a school roll of more than 190 but not 
nore than 510 pupils 

mand For members with a school roll of more than 510 but not 

ed ‘o more than 1,000 pupils 

‘eport For members with a school roll of more than 1,000 pupils 
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Delegates: On the motion of Mr McEldowney, seconded by Mr Mart, 
it was resolved that the Council’s recommendations be adopted and tliat 
as from | January 1961 the numbers of delegates to which institutio:al 
members are entitled shall be as follows: 


Institutional members, other than schools and restricted members 
Members paying an annual subscription of £2 and £5 one deleg ite 
Members paying an annual subscription of £8 two delegates 
Members paying an annual subscription of £12 three delegates 
Members paying an annual subscription of £15 four delegates 
Members paying an annual subscription of £20 five delegates 

Institutional members, being schools 
Members being schools paying an annual subscription 

of not more than £2 2s. : ; one delegate 
Members being schools paying an annual subscription 

of more than £2 2s. _: two delegates 


Annual Report: Mr W. J. McEldowney, the Hon. Secretary-Treasurer 
of the Association, moved the adoption of the Annual Report of the 
Council for the year ended 31 December 1959, as circulated in document 
1960/4. The motion was seconded by Mr M. S. Martin, and carried. 


Audited Accounts: On the motion of Mr W. J. McEldowney, seconded 
by Mr M. S. Martin, the audited accounts for the year ended 31 December 
1959 were adopted. 


Election of Officers: The following officers were elected: 

Patron: His Excellency the Governor-General of New Zealand, The 
Viscount Cobham, G.C.M.G., T.D. 

President: Mr D. B. Black (Palmerston North). 

Vice-President: Miss M. S. Fleming, A.N.Z.L.A. (Wellington). 

Hon. Secretary-Treasurer: Mr W. J. McEldowney, A.N.Z.L.A. (Wellington). 

Hon. Assistant Secretary-Treasurer: Mr J. P. Sage, a.N.Z.L.A. (Wellington). 

Hon. Counsel: Mr M. J. Earle (Wellington). 

Hon. Solicitor: Mr M. J. Earle (Wellington). 


Honorary Life Members: Mr Alley said that it was fitting that in 
jubilee year the work and activity of some of the members over a good 
many years should be recognised. It was then resolved: 

That Mr Clifford Wallace Collins be elected an honorary life member 

of the New Zealand Library Association. 

That Mr Jchn William Kealy be elected an honorary life member of 

the New Zealand Library Association. 

That Mr Stuart Perry be elected an honorary life member of the New 

Zealand Library Association. 


CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK COMMITTEE 


Standing Executive Committee has appointed the following to be 
members of the Children’s Book Week Committee: 


D. C. McIntosh (convener), L. N. Dickson, I. W. Malcolm, B. 
Murison and W. M. Oldham. 
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N.Z.L.A. STANDING 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 16 MARCH 1960 


F-esent: G. T. Alley, M. J. Clark, J. R. Cole, M. S. Fleming, H. 
Ma: askill, W. J. McEldowney, S. Perry, J. P. Sage, J. O. Wilson, D. M. 
Wy ‘e, the Registrar and the Hon. Editor. Mr W. J. Harris was present 
by i ivitation. 


Lame Elizabeth Gilmer: Mr Alley spoke briefly about the contribution 
whi h Dame Elizabeth Gilmer had made to the work of the Association, 
bot! as a former Chairman of the Wellington City Council Libraries 
Corimittee and as President and member of the N.Z.L.A. Council, and 
he moved that the Committee place on record its deep sense of loss in 
the death of Dame Elizabeth and that it send to her relatives an appro- 
priate message. The motion was seconded by Mr Perry, who spoke of 
Dame Elizabeth’s personal standing in the community and of the great 
strength which she had been to the Wellington Public Libraries at a time 
when it mattered most. 


Commission on New Zealand Education: It was resolved that a Com- 
mittee consisting of H. Macaskill (convener), G. T. Alley, M. J. Clark 
and W. J. McEldowney be set up to prepare a draft submission to the 
Commission on New Zealand Education for consideration by the Standing 
Executive Committee at its next meeting. It was agreed that the following 
matters set out later on the order paper should be referred to the Com- 
mittee for consideration and with a view to inclusion in the draft statement: 


the sections of Dr Osborn’s report dealing with school libraries; the recom- 
mendations from the Children’s and Young People’s Section concerning 
(1) the formulation and publication of standards for libraries in schools 
and (2) the appointment of untrained persons to secondary school 
libraries. 


Osborn Report on N.Z. Library Resources: 

Committee of State Librarians: Consideration was given to a draft letter 
to the Prime Minister asking that Dr Osborn’s recommendation that a 
Committee of State Librarians be set up be adopted and urging him to 
set up a Committee consisting of the Director, National Library Service, 
Librarian, Alexander Turnbull Library, and Chief Librarian, General As- 
sembly Library, each with his deputy or other senior officer. A number of 
changes were made to the draft and it was resolved that the amended 
draft be approved and sent to the Prime Minister. 

Recommendation on school libraries: It was noted that this recom- 
mendation had already been referred to the Committee set up to prepare 
submissions to the Commission on New Zealand Education. 

Recommendations on booktrade: It was resolved that the Book Resources 
Committee be asked to report on the matter in due course. 

Service to business: It was resolved that a letter be sent by the President 
to the Secretary of Industries and Commerce asking that the New Zealand 
Library Association be represented at the National Industries Conference. 

Service to local government: It was resolved that the Public Library 
Serv'ce Committee be asked to bear Dr Osborn’s recommendations in mind 
in the preparation of standards. 
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Standards for libraries in schools: It was noted that this recommendat on 
had already been referred to the Committee set up to prepare submissions 
to the Commission on New Zealand Education. 

Carnegie Corporation of New York: Mr McEldowney reported that he 
had already written to the Carnegie Corporation of New York sendin; a 
copy of the report, but he thought that a more formal letter of apprecia- 
tion should be sent by the President, together with bound copies of he 
report. It was resolved that the Carnegie Corporation of New York be 
thanked for its assistance to the New Zealand Library Association, in 
making it possible for Dr Andrew Osborn to survey the resources of New 
Zealand libraries. The report of Dr Osborn’s survey has been recognised 
as being of great significance at the present stage of New Zealand's 
library development, and the Association is convinced that the stimulus 
it will give to further development will justify the Association’s action in 
asking for assistance and the Corporation’s in giving it. It was resolved 
that the resolution be conveyed to the Carnegie Corporation of New York 
with bound copies of the report. 

Mr A. G. Bagnall: It was resolved that a letter be sent to Mr Bagnall 
expressing the thanks of the Association for his invaluable contribution 
towards the success of the Osborn survey. 

National Library Service: It was resolved that the thanks of the Associa- 
tion be expressed to the National Library Service for making the services 
of Mr Bagnall available as Associate to Dr Osborn in the recent survey 
of N.Z. library resources. 


Staffing of Secondary School Libraries: It was noted that a recommenda- 
tion from the Children’s and Young People’s Section concerning the 
appointment of untrained persons to secondary school libraries, together 
with a letter on the same subject from the Palmerston North Branch, had 
been referred to the Committee set up to make submissions to the Com- 
mission on New Zealand Education. 

Joint Committee on Hospital Library Service: Mr McEldowney was 
asked to make suggestions to the next meeting concerning the possible 
membership of a joint committee of the N.Z.L.A. and the Hospital Boards 
Association which the Local Authorities Section had recommended should 
be set up to investigate hospital library service. 

Importation of Plastic Paste: A recommendation from the University 
and Research Section that the position resulting from the Government's 
decision to forbid the import of plastic paste for “perfect” binding be 
investigated was discussed and reports were received that the New Zealand 
product had been found to be unsatisfactory. It was resolved that the 
Hon. Secretary prepare a letter of protest to the Comptroller of Customs. 

Importation of Gramophone Records: A \etter from the Minister of 
Customs saying that for the 1960 period he had decided to follow the 
same general procedure as in 1959 was received, and it was resolved that 
a note be inserted in the Newsletter urging libraries to place their orders 
as early as possible in the year. 

Children’s Book Week Committee: It was resolved that a Children’s 
Book Week Committee consisting of D. C. McIntosh (convener), L. N. 
Dickson, I. W. Malcolm, B. Murison and W. M. Oldham, be set up to 
make general arrangements for Children’s Book Week. 

Gaps in Holdings of Works in Sets: It was resolved that the Minister 
of Education be asked to receive a deputation at the time of the next 
meeting of the Book Resources Committee and that the President be 
notified and asked to take part in the deputation if possible. 
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Central Medical Library, Auckland: The Registrar reported that the 
A sociation had written to Sir Ernest Davis expressing appreciation of the 
git he had made to Auckland for a building to house a medical library 
ani lecture hall with funds for the purchase of books, and that a letter 
hed also been sent to the Chairman of the Library Committee of the 
A:.ckland Hospital Board offering assistance in the planning of the library. 
Replies to both letters were read, and the correspondence was received. 

Fees for Section Membership: It was resolved that Rule 74 adopted at 
th» Annual Meeting shall be interpreted as coming into effect with sub- 
sciiptions due on 1 January 1961, and that the Registrar be authorised to 
pay into the general account for transfer at a later date when a separate 
acount is opened any fees for section membership which are paid during 
th: current year. 

‘Co-operation: A New Phase”: The question of reprinting “Co-operation: 
A New Phase” to meet possible demands was discussed. It was decided to 
have 50 copies reproduced by Xerox. 

Conference Committee: It was resolved that Mr J. E. Traue be added 
to the conference committee. 

Date of Annual Meeting: It was resolved that subject to the concurrence 
of members of Council the next Annual Meeting be held on 24 February 
1961. 

Census of Libraries: It was resolved that a letter be sent to the Govern- 
ment Statistician expressing appreciation of the promptness of his Depart- 
ment in publishing results of the census of libraries 1959 and suggesting 
that it would be helpful if the Association could be given an opportunity 
to make comments before the final printing of future editions. 


UNION CATALOGUE OF 


NEW ZEALAND NEWSPAPERS 


For some time the General Assembly Library has been bringing 
up to date the entries in the Union Catalogue of New Zealand news- 
papers. This list was originally compiled by Dr G. H. Scholefield and 
issued in 1938. It has proved of great value to students of New 
Zealand history and others. There have been many additions to the 
number of newspapers and changes in those held in the various re- 
positories, so that the list, while still useful, is no longer as complete 
as it might be. 

Over recent months we have written to those whom we know or 
Suspect to have runs of newspaper files, and many have replied. 

Librarians may know of other holdings in their districts which are 
not generally known and which should be included in the Supplement. 
Indeed some libraries may also have been missed. 
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from 
Avail yourself of the services of year 
CAMBRIDGE BOOKBINDING SERVICE Gov 
P.O. BOX 57 CAMBRIDGE PHONE 629 erect 
Our endeavour is to help the librarian maintain books adva 
on an economic basis. Give your books two lives 
instead of one. Prices quoted are for public libraries 
and schools. 
BOOKS Up to 9” x 6”—3/6 each. 
Up to 11” x 7”—S5/1 each. 
Up to 15” x 10”—10/10 each. 
SEWING 1/- to 1/6 extra—undertaken where 
necessary. Stitchless binding also 
undertaken where necessary. 
MAGAZINES Covers stiffened —Up to 10” x 7” 
—2/- each. 
Over 10” x 7”—2/6 each. 
Magazines returned expeditiously 
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| should be grateful if I could be informed of such deposits and 
we shall then be able to take steps to ensure their inclusion. 

| should also be pleased to have returns from the many important 
libraries which seem, to be reluctant to disclose their holdings. 
Ge.eral Assembly Library, J. O. Wilson, 
We lington. Chief Librarian. 


NATIONAL LIBRARIES THE 
WORLD OVER 


Whereas, the Parliament of Canada, by passing the National 
Library Act of 1953, recognized that National Library service is 
essential to the intellectual and cultural welfare of the country; 
anc whereas, the adequate development of the services of the National 
Library, which are vital to the work of scholars and research workers, 
and to the strengthening of provincial, public and scholarly library 
services are severely hampered by the lack of an adequate building in 
which to collect, organize and use library materials; and whereas, 
as a result of the situation, scholarship and research by Canadians in 
many important subject areas relating both to Canada and the world 
at large, are restricted to those who can afford travel to other countries 
to consult source material which should be available through the 
National Library; and whereas, a site has been chosen for a National 
Library and Public Archives Building, and plans for the building have 
been accepted; and whereas funds to begin construction of the 
National Library and Public Archives Building have been omitted 
from the estimates of the Department of Public Works for the fiscal 
year, 1959-60, therefore be it resolved that the Parliament and 
Government of Canada be urged to recognize the importance of 
erecting the National Library and Public Archives Building, and 
advance the priority of the project to a position of first importance. 


Resolution of the Fourteenth Conference of the 
Canadian Library Association, June 1959. 





WESTLAND’s GOLDEN CENTURY, published by the Westland Cen- 
tennial Council, contains much material not previously obtainable in 
book form on the history of New Zealand’s West Coast. Contributors 
include Murray McCaskill, Philip May, John Pascoe, Patrick O'Farrell 
and William Heinz. 
Copies are obtainable from the 
Westland Centennial Council, P.O. Box 56, Greymouth. 


Soft cover: 6/- Cloth bound: 17/6 
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READY NOW 


Willet Ricketson Haight 
CANADIAN CATALOGUE OF BOOKS 
1791 - 1897 


A limited edition of. this important bibliographical work of 
Canadiana, containing the complete “CANADIAN CATALOGUE 
OF BOOKS” from 1791 to 1895, together with the two Annual 
Supplements for 1896 to 1897, is now ready. 

With the ever growing importance of Canada and the many varied 
publications of the Dominion, this is a most important and useful 
acquisition for Libraries, Collectors and Booksellers. 


DEMY OCTAVO, 3 volumes in one, 256 pp. 
£9 9s. Od. ($27.00) 


IMPORTANT REPRINTS SUMMER, 1960 


English Industries of the Middle Ages, by L. F. Salzman, M.A., 
F.S.A. 360 pp., Index, 301 Illustrations. Long out of print and 
constantly sought after. £6 6s. Od. 
The English Naval Forces, 1199-1272, by F. W. Brooks, M.A., F.S.A. 
244 pp. Illustrated, with revised Appendix of Notes. Possibly the 
only work of its kind. £5 5s. Od. 
The History of Local Rates in England In Relation to the Proper 
Distribution of the Burden of Taxation, by Edwin Cannan, M.A., 
LL.D. 232 pp. Out of print for many years, it is hoped to bring out 
a facsimile edition of the 1927 reprint of this indispensable work. 

£5 5s. Od. 
Statutes, Treaties and Documents of the Canadian Constitution, 
1713-1929, edited by W. P. M. Kennedy. 752 pp. An excellent his- 
torical reference work which has been long out of print and is an 
essential aid to all libraries and scholars. £9 9s. Od. 
All the above-mentioned titles to appear in limited editions so that 

early ordering is essential. 


H. PORDES 
Publisher and Bookseller, 138 New Cavendish Street, 
London, W.1, England 
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Some Oxford. Books on... 
THE HISTORY OF 
NEW ZEALAND AND THE PACIFIC 


*THE DISCOVERY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
By Andrew Sharp. Probable price 55/— N.Z. 


*BRITAIN IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
By W. P. Morrell. Probable Price 68/6 N.Z. 


EARLY TRAVELLERS IN NEW ZEALAND 
By Nancy Taylor. 78/6 N.Z. 


NEW ZEALAND 1769-1840: Early Years of Western 


Contact 
By Harrison M. Wright 38/- N.Z. 


EARLY VICTORIAN NEW ZEALAND 
By John Miller. 30/- N.Z. 


THE EXPLORATION OF NEW ZEALAND 
By W. G. McClymont. 21/- N.Z. 


* forthcoming. 


. of all booksellers ... 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


Wellington 
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M. A. RENNIE 


Introducing the NELSON SLEEVE — 


BEST OF ALL BOOK JACKE'S 
NO EDGE TAPES NEEDED 


High quality, long lasting, and very resistant to hard wear 
Nelson Sleeves are manufactured 4 of an inch deeper than stock 
book sizes, to allow for easy insertion of pictorial jacket into sleeve, 
This extra depth also allows the front and back end boards of 
the book to be inserted into the sleeve. 


The thickness of the end boards takes up the extra 4 of an inch, 
thus ensuring a comfortable, close fit. 


Supplied in the following stock sizes: 

Ref. and Size 

size no. Depth To take jacket Price 
1000/CCO 7% in. 7 in. x 18 in. 7d each 
1000/CC1 7# in. 7t+in. x 18 in. 7d each 
1000/CC2 7% in. 74 in. x 18 in. 7d each 
1000/CC3 7% in. 73 in. x 18 in. 7d each 
1000/CC4 83 in. 8 in. x 18 in. 8d each 
1000/CCS5 83 in. 8tin. x 18 in. 8d each 
1000/CC6 8§ in. 84in. x 18 in. 8d each 
1000/CC7 83 in. 82 in. x 18 in. 8d each 

Other sizes quoted on request. 


THE FOLLOWING ARE STILL AVAILABLE 


NON TEAR P.V.C. and ACETATE COVERS, bound with cloth 
or lassometric tapes of various colours. Same size and prices ag 


above. 
CUT PLASTIC PIECES 


Sizes up to 83 in. x 18 in —4d each 
Sizes 9 in to 10 in. x 18 in.—S5d each 

Cloth tapes various colours, 2-inch core—6/- per 50-yd. ro 
Vinamul adhesive glue—6/6 per tin 


All prices net Special quotes for contract lots 
ORDER WITH CONFIDENCE from: 


MRS M. A. RENNIE 
114 Princes Drive 
NELSON 
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Buy your library supplies 
in convenient lots where 
quality can be relied on 


Stock up today for all your requirements—Stocks of all 
Catalogue Items always on hand. Special printing orders 
are welcome. 


Book Pocket Cut out Delivered Fiat 


Bock Card Printed two sides White 
and Buff. 


Book Pocket Delivered glued up 
(Kraft). 


Book Pocket Delivered glued up 
(White). 


Book Cards Supplied in Buff, White, 
Cerise and Blue. 


“Date Due” Slip Printed one colour 
(White). 


“Date Due” Slip Printed two colours 


Borrowers’ Pockets Delivered flat. 
Supplied in Green, Buff and Pink. 


Catalogue Card White. 

Ruled Catalogue Card White. 
Catalogue Slip White. 
Borrowers’ Card Pink. 

Library Exchange Label. 


A NEW ADDITION 
TO OUR RANGE 


BASCANDS LTD. PUBLISHERS PRINTERS 


P.O. BOX 774. CHRISTCHURCH 
Ee ee ee ee ee 


Mr/Mrs/Miss 
Please send free of charge Librarian 


Catalogue ([] Address 
Price List and Order Forms [—] 








School/College 
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WRITE TO YOUR 
NEAREST BRANCH 
OF WHITCOMBES 
FOR A LIST OF 
BOARDMAN BOOKS 

















WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE 


T. V. BOARDMAN & CO. LTD. 


PUBLISHERS OF THE POPULAR 
BLOODHOUND MYSTERIES AND OTHER FICTION 


Have Appointed 


WHITCOMBE & TOMBS LTD 
THEIR SOLE NEW ZEALAND AGENTS 


All Boardman Publications are 
available from Leading Booksellers and 
the sole New Zealand Agents 


WHITCOMBE & TOMBS LTD 


Christchurch, Auckland, Wellington, Dunedin 
Hamilton, Lower Hutt, Timaru, Invercargill 





PRINTED BY WRIGHT & CARMAN LTD., WELLINGTON 
REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. WELLINGTON AS A MAGAZINE 





